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From the Pastor's Office
“Seek first the kingdom of God, and all these things will be added to you.”
How we often wish we could keep our priorities in place! The recitation this week reminds us of
just what is most important, especially as we approach Christmas.
As we go about getting ready, decorating our homes, making or purchasing gifts, preparing meal
plans and visits, it's easy to be so caught up in the logistics that we begin to lose the delight of the
celebrations. This Saturday the school is going to march in the Lakeshore Santa Claus
Parade. I’m expecting it to be lots of fun, especially if the weather is half decent. We will be
reminding the students that Santa is not the most important, nor the most famous personality
involved in this parade. The Lord’s birth is the reason for Christmas, and Santa is a fun side
feature to Christmas festivities. It's very easy for kids to focus on the presents, sweets and
games involved in the holiday season. There is nothing wrong with having fun and getting and
giving gifts. However, this week's recitation reminds us that the Lord’s Kingdom was the overall
reason Jesus came. He came to save us from darkness and sin. He came to establish a spiritual
kingdom in heaven and on earth. “The Kingdom of God is within you,” He taught us.
We serve and celebrate our Lord best when we do keep our priorities in order. When we “Seek
first His Kingdom” we can be concerned, but not overcome, with what we eat, or what we drink
or what we wear, especially at Christmas time. But if we keep our minds focused on the
priorities of His Kingdom, truly all those others things will fall into place.
Rev. Michael Cowley, B.T h., MAPC

Recitation
Therefore do not worry, saying, "What shall we eat?" or "What shall we drink?' or "What shall
we wear?" For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you
need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these
things shall be added to you.
(Matthew 6:31-33)

Principal's Message
Santa Claus Parade is this Saturday!

We are continually updating our information as we work hard to plan our very first march in the
Etobicoke-Lakeshore Santa Claus Parade! The kids are getting very excited – don’t forget to sign
up (sheets are posted by the classrooms)! Please be aware that we are thinking of meeting in the
Olivet parking lot in order to car-pool to the Lakeshore area, which will be heavy with traffic.
Contact the olivetparentcouncil@gmail.com for up-to-the-minute information!

Commissioned Paintings by Sonya
We have gratefully accepted Sonya’s gift of an absolutely
stunning painting of the Lord, which she called “Come
Walk with Me.” Because we are all on a path in this life,
and because we, at Olivet School, are helping children to
follow the Lord on this path, this is the perfect painting
for us! Come to the lobby and see this wonderful work of
art!!
In the lobby, you will also see another painting by
Sonya. It was commissioned by me (Gabriele) and it is a
painting of the wonder of children in a moment of playing
among trees. Sonya’s interpretation of the photo I
provided exactly takes that moment and literally brings it
to light. It will be a gift to my husband at Christmas, so
sh-sh-sh-sh!!
You too can own or gift an original work of art!! Sonya has
generously extended the invitation to us to continue to
order a personalized painting from her. For more details,
contact sonya@autoplayartstudio.com or view her work
at autoplayartstudio.com.
Remember: 20% of Sonya’s proceeds are being donated
to United for Puerto Rico relief fund.

T ake note of the many invitations that are in this Olivet Weekly!
There is a party for the women, one for the men and one for the kids!! The Men’s Christmas
Dinner and Carol Sing is on Friday, December 8th. All men are invited to attend! There is the
annual Sunday School Children’s Christmas Party on Sunday, December 3rd for all kids, and
the Women's Christmas Pot-Luck Dinner on Friday, December 1st – I hope to see all the
ladies there!

General Announcements
PA Day
There are no classes this Friday, December 1st, for students in Kindergarten to
Grade 6. Playschool is open and will continue as usual.

Broader Horizons
This extra-curricular program continues until December 20th. The cost to join the remaining four
(4) classes is $64.

School Christmas Concert
The Olivet Christmas Concert will be held on Wednesday,
December 13th at 6:15 pm. Please stay tuned for more
details.
A Sweet & Savoury bake sale is being organized by the Olivet Parent Council on the
same evening. Please see their enclosed poster for further details.

Children's Christmas Party

Women's & Men's Christmas Parties

Olivet Parent Council News
QSP
The QSP campaign this year was another huge success - thank
you to all those who participated and for your continued support!

Meeting Details
Participants should arrive at the marshalling
area by Second St. School by 9:15 am.
There is no need to register individually - an
Olivet representative will register on the
group's behalf.
For parking and route details, please see the
map below or visit
lakeshoresantaclausparade.com
(click directly on map to enlarge)

Library Teacher's Announcement
November Reading Challenge
The month of November is drawing to a close! Any student who has read

a fairy tale (or who has been read to), and has been able to successfully
tell me about what they read, will receive a prize this week.
Books must be read by November 30th, and students must tell me
about the book by the end of next week. If students participate
every month of the school year, they can receive a gift certificate to
Scholastic Books! Please remind your child to come and talk to me.

Order forms from Scholastic Books are coming home this week! Please have the completed
forms in to the classroom teachers by Thursday, December 30th.

From the Classrooms
Tots' Time
Triangles are featured this week.
Preview of the following week: Our noses will have an opportunity to smell some of the
signs of Christmas. Cinnamon tree decorations and tree boughs are just some things to entice our
noses.

Playschool
Word Wednesday - Bring in a picture or an item that shows the letter "Hh"
Mark the date! Playschool’s performance at the Olivet Christmas Concert is on
Wednesday, December 13. Our friends are doing an outstanding job of learning
the words and actions to our songs.
Activities featuring the words half (half full/half empty) and halve (when you break
something into two roughly equal sizes, you halve it.)
Homes and habitat of animals, introducing hibernation

Kindergarten
By the middle to end of November, I usually find that the kindergartners have found their groove.
This class has settled down and loves the routine of the day. They are all very sweet, helpful,
and curious. I have decided for now against doing the blue-stone jar for blurting behaviour as that
has improved on its own. This Friday, we will be setting up the Christmas Story figures in our
classroom and will start talking about the true reason behind Christmas. Your children are
working hard practicing for the Christmas Concert. Please make sure they get lots of sleep in the
next few weeks to help compensate for the high excitement of this time of year.
Bible Story Time - Joseph thrown in the pit; sold as a slave; goes to Egypt; prophecies of
the Lord's birth
Scripture Verse - Christmas Recitation (which we will learn in parts): "For unto us a Child
is born..." (Isaiah 9:6)
Letter of the Week - Orange Oo's
Nursery Rhyme or Fairy Tale - The Owl and the Pussy Cat
Themes - Fitness; patterns in our world; Christmas

Show and Tell - Anything they want

Primary Room (Grade 1 & 2)
This week we will add a deck of playing cards to our awesome math games binder!! We will also
be learning some fun math games to go with the deck of cards. During math class, we begin our
study of Data Management and Probability. All our wonderful art projects that the children have
done in the past few weeks will be coming home in order to make room for our upcoming
Christmas crafts! For show and tell this week, please bring something that has moving parts.

Junior Room (Grade 3 & 4)
We had a great time at YPT last Friday - thanks to Mr. Buss for accompanying us! The Santa
Claus Parade is this Saturday, December 2nd - I look forward to seeing you there! This week
we finish up landforms, write play reviews and continue with our geometry study. This Friday,
December 1st, will be a PA day; as such, our spelling test will take place on Thursday
(homework will be due Thursday as well).

Senior Room (Grade 5 & 6)
We enjoyed the musical Beauty and the Beast last Friday. Please let your child share with you
what they think and feel about the show! This week we will continue with Egypt for history;
electricity for science; fractions and mixed numbers for math. We will also continue reading the
Golden Goblet for novel study, and practicing descriptive writing skills. This Friday is our PA
day; this week's spelling quiz will be on Thursday.
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