Olivet Weekly
November 20, 2017

From the Pastor's Office
Our recitation this week reminds us again about the distinction between saying and
doing. Confessing the Lord with our lips is not the same as seeking and doing His will.
Doing the Lord’s will versus doing our own will is a fundamental concern in our spiritual
lives. Among those who follow a 12-step program for spiritual growth, this dynamic is covered in
the third of the twelve steps: “We made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of
God as we understand Him.” This principle of turning our will over to God’s care means seeking
to understand the Lord’s desire, intention and love for us. How best can we be in harmony with
this?
On a basic level we must know the Lord’s commandments to know His will. The
commandments are the primary way in which the Lord sets boundaries about staying within
His will, and thus staying within His Kingdom. “If you love me, keep my commandments.”
(John 14:15) We can be pretty sure that anytime we are intentionally breaking a commandment,
we have taken back our own will instead of putting our will and our lives in the care of God.
Of course, more than that, we also keep the Lord’s will through the use of prayer, meditation and
conversations with trusted friends who can help us understand our lives and the choices we
face. In teaching or parenting, we are striving to serve the Lord’s will with our children’s best
interests in mind. Our will, or the Lord’s will, are matters of intention. The Lord always intends
what is best for us. He always wills what is best.
In working with others, we turn our will over to His care by entering that same intention: what is
best for others?
Saying nice things is good. Saying “Lord, Lord” is good. Jesus mentions this because people
addressed Him, and wished to call His name into their minds by saying Lord, Lord. But calling
upon the Lord and bringing Him to mind are not enough. A good step toward doing His will is
having Him in mind. This will strengthen our resolve to do what He commands, and by doing we
enter into His will.
Not everyone who says ‘Lord, Lord’ enters the Kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of
the Father. We constantly strive to do and keep the Lord’s will. At Olivet we can best equip our
students to enter the Lord’s kingdom by teaching the Word to give them guidance, and by setting
an example by means of our own lives. “This is my commandment, that you love one another as
I have loved you.” (John 15:12)
Rev. Michael Cowley, B.T h., MAPC

Recitation
Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord," shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does
the will of My Father in heaven.

(Matthew 7:21)

Principal's Message
Thanks to all of you who came out to our Open House last Wednesday! Nathalie Vachon told us
wonderful, creative and very funny stories! She captivated her audience – everyone from the very
youngest on the floor mats, to the moms, dads and grandparents in the chairs.
Sonya did an amazing job transforming our lobby into an art gallery! She will continue to take
commissions for very personal (you decide) portraits. She can be reached at
sonya@autoplayartstudio.com. Remember! Sonya will donate 20% of the proceeds to Puerto
Rico relief. Information will be on display, please direct questions to me (Gabriele,
principal@olivetschool.ca).

Mark April 13th, 2018, on your calendar, when we will have another Open House,
featuring our very own students performing a French play, followed by a fun, interactive puppet
show for all ages!

SANT A CLAUS PARADE UPDAT E ~ Don’t forget to sign up!
The Olivet Parent Council will provide everyone with a large-sized “Christmas Ornament” to
wear in the parade!! These will be given on site (9:00 am). Please dress warmly, in Christmas
colours (or black or white) if you can – but don’t worry if you can’t. The Parent Council can be
reached at olivetparentcouncil@gmail.com for any questions you may have.

General Announcements
Broader Horizons

Operation Christmas Child
Thank you to everyone for your generous donations! It was quite a task getting all the boxes
packed into Ms. Todd's van for delivery to the donation centre!

Children's Christmas Party

Sunday School
This week we learned about King Zedekiah and the fall of Jerusalem. This is
a sad part of the old testament but it sets the stage for the birth of the baby
Lord. The children played a game to test their knowledge of the story
and created some beautiful pictures.
Katherine Jutras

Olivet Parent Council News
QSP Delivery T his Week!
Orders from the recent QSP Cookie Dough Campaign will be
delivered to the school and ready for pickup this Wednesday,
November 22nd.

We will meet and
register in the main
lobby of Second
Street School at
8:45 am. Second
Street School is

available for
changing.
Following the
parade, those
interested in
attending the annual
Skate with Santa at
Colonel Samuel
Smith Park may
visit
http://lakeshoresa
ntaclausparade.com
/skate-with-santa/
for more details.
This is meant as an
FYI for it is not part
of the school event.

Library Teacher's Announcement
Reading Challenge: November

The theme for this month's challenge is fairy tales. Please
encourage your child to choose one of the many books in our library
to read (reading levels below)!
JK-Grade 1: have a picture book read to them
Grade 2: read a book on their own
Grades 3-4: read a 50+ page book
Grades 5-6: read a 100+ page book

From the Classrooms
Tots' Time
More shapes! Circles abound in different sizes.
Preview of the following week: Triangles will be featured.

Playschool
Word Wednesday - Bring in a picture or an item that shows the letter "Nn"
Mrs. Parker is away this week. Mrs. Gwenda Cowley will be supply teaching in her
absence.
Last week we measured how long and tall we were using pool noodles and boxes.
Measurement and number fun continues.
Operation Christmas Child – thank you for your support!

Kindergarten
Thank you for supporting us at the Open House. The children's artwork looked amazing!!! Some
of these pieces will be coming home to stay. It is great to see the children being more aware of
what is in their snacks and lunches. Keep up the good work! We will now focus more on our
bodies and how the right food fuels us to be our best, physically.
Bible Story Time - Isaac dies; Jacob gives Joseph the many-coloured coat; Joseph's
dreams
Scripture Verse - "Let the children come to Me..."
Letter of the Week - Remarkable Rr
Nursery Rhyme or Fairy Tale - Little Red Riding Hood
Themes - Nutrition and fitness; fall and winter; Red Riding Hood Dramatics
Show and Tell - Something red

Primary Room (Grade 1 & 2)
The children have been learning a lot about animal adaptations. We have had many class
discussions about how wonderful and unique all animals are, and how they are perfectly adapted
to their habitat! We continue our study in mathematics on Number Sense by looking at the
patterns on the 100's chart. The children are really enjoying their yoga classes. They are all
coming back to class feeling calm and connected. Ask your child to show you some of the

poses/moves they are learning from Angela, their instructor. For show and tell this week, please
bring something that is blue.

Junior Room (Grade 3 & 4)
We wrapped up our friendly letter-writing unit this week, so expect a letter home from your child
this week! We are looking forward to our Beauty and the Beast trip to YPT this Friday,
November 24th; please send your child with their booster seat, should they use one. We will
begin memorizing the names of various landforms this week, which requires memorizing
definitions and may require some work at home.

Senior Room (Grade 5 & 6)
Last Friday, our class delivered 29 shoeboxes collected by the whole school for Operation
Christmas Child to a collection center on Islington. Our thank-you goes to Ms. Todd for driving
the vehicle for us.
We are going on our second field trip of the month! This Friday, November 24th, we will go to
the Young People's Theatre (YPT) to see the musical "Beauty and the Beast". We are reading
the book to students and showing them the video to familiarize them with the story before they see
the show. Please send in $10 with the tear-off payment form to help cover costs.
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