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From the Pastor's Office
A few thoughts on Halloween...
Halloween is a fun opportunity to dress up in costume. Although its origins are not Christian, and
it often takes macabre tone, it nonetheless can be a good time for children and adults. At Olivet,
we do not focus or celebrate on the ideas of death or graves which the “Day of the Dead” holiday
brings up for some. We have a strong and clear belief in people entering an afterlife of heaven or
hell, but we do not believe it is healthy to seek contact with them. In fact, we believe it is very
dangerous and forbidden for us to try.
We want our children to enjoy the fun part of costumes and dress up, and discourage any
costumes which involve blood or dead bodies. The fear factor in Halloween is toned down at
Olivet.
Halloween developed from a belief that, at this time of the year, the veil between life and death is
very thin and people could have easier contact with their ancestors. There was also the belief that
ancestors should be honoured, and this is a favoured time for such remembrance as we now turn
from the light part of the year to the dark part. Olivet does not partake in any kind of revere of
ancestors beyond “honour your father and mother” as presented in the fourth
commandment. While we honour those who have gone from this life to the next, that honour does
not include invoking their spirits, praying to them or asking them to become manifest in our lives
other than that the memory of their good qualities can be an inspiration to us to do likewise. This
however is not a focus of this time of year any more than any other time of the year.
We do not shun Halloween overall as a day for our children to put on a costume, trick or treat, and
generally have a fun time.
Rev. Michael Cowley, B.T h., MAPC

Recitation
Love consists in this, that its own should be another's; to feel the joy of another as joy in oneself,
that is loving.
(Divine Love and Wisdom 47)

Principal's Message
Private School Expo

We spoke to many interested parents this
past weekend at the Expo held at Roy
Thomson Hall. Hopefully we will see most of
them at the Olivet Open House on
November 15th. Thank you to Mrs.
Bradfield, Mrs. Wilson and Mr. Buss for
helping to make this day a success!

Home and School Committee - Newly Forming!
Last Thursday afternoon, four parents met with me to discuss the future “Home and School
Committee”. We discussed the QSP Cookie Dough Campaign and the need to spend the profits
on school-yard painting of games such as hop-scotch and foursquare; our involvement in the
Etobicoke-Lakeshore Santa Claus Parade; and whether or not we were going to have another
“Pumpkin Carving “ party for Halloween this year. If you would like to be involved, please
contact Kim Parker, My Ly La, Chen Kumar, Marcela Gouvêa Mendonça, or me!

Gentle Reminder for All Parents at Pick-Up T imes
School ends at 3:00 pm. After 3:15 pm, the student will be placed in After-School Care at a rate
of $10.00 per half hour (or part thereof).
The Hatch program ends at 4:15 pm. After 4:20 pm, the student will be placed in After-School
Care at the same rate as above.
Please be prompt in picking up your child from After-School Care or Playschool. Late charges are
$1.00 / minute, however this will be reviewed and increased if lateness is ongoing.

Halloween - T uesday, October 31
At Olivet, we enjoy Halloween as an opportunity to dress up and have a little fun! We do not
allow any spooky, scary or violence-themed costumes. When choosing a costume with your
child, please remember that characters such as witches can be cute and funny, and may not be
frightening in any way when appearing at Olivet. Masks are discouraged because of visibility
problems, but also because they may be frightening to small children. Each class will enjoy
Halloween at their age-appropriate level - please check the "From the Classrooms" section of
this newsletter for details.

General Announcements
QSP Fundraiser
Cookie dough orders are due this week. Please take a look at the order package and/or online
and help support our school!
Go to www.qsp.ca
Click on “Shop Now”
Enter 3735156 for Student/Group Online ID#

Enter the information for the student you are ordering
from & start shopping!

School Photos
Tomorrow, Tuesday, October 24th, is the day! All students must
wear their red Olivet-crested sweater. Playschool students
must wear their red Olivet t-shirt.

Parent-Teacher Conferences
Conferences will be held this Friday, October 27th from 1:00 - 5:00 pm. Sign-up sheets
to book a time have been posted on each classroom door. If you require a time outside of the
posted times, please speak with your child's teacher.
On this day, early dismissal will be at 1:00 pm. For students who are not already part of
the Aftercare Program on Friday, childcare is available at $10/half hour or $45 until 5:30 (rates
are per child). Please contact the office at least 24 hours in advance.

Broader Horizons
This extra-curricular program continues until November 15th. The cost to join the remaining four
(4) classes is $64.
Broader Horizons invites you to have fun creating a fall
scene, and also to learn how to paint a beautiful
picture using a variety of painting techniques and mixed
media.
Wednesday Afternoon Classes:
October 18 to November 15, 2017
3:00 – 4:30 p.m.
Cost includes weekly home-baked snacks. There is no
extra charge if you are already part of the a erschool
program.
If there is me, we will make a home-made treat in
the kitchen.

Computer Coding

Hatch Canada has been invited again to
bring
their
expertise
to
our
extracurricular
program.
The
introductory lesson was very engaging!
Classes continue until November
28th. Please remember to pick up your
child by 4:15 pm!

Story-Telling Visit
We love our volunteers at Olivet! Our friend, Katherine
Jutras, came on her own time to tell a story to our Playschool
using the Kamishibai, a Japanese style of story-telling
theatre. All the children were mesmerized and focused on the
story!

Sunday School
This week we learned about the parable of the prodigal son. We played hide
and seek, made puppets to act out the story and learned that even if we turn
away from the Lord He will always welcome us back.

Operation Christmas Child
Olivet will be participating in this charity once again starting
Monday, October 30th. This charity distributes Christmas
gift boxes to children in developing or war-torn countries. Each class
will be putting together some shoeboxes of gifts. Please stay tuned
for more details.

Library Teacher's Announcement
October Reading Challenge

The month of October is drawing to a close! Any student who has read a book
(or who has been read to) on the theme of dinosaurs or Halloween, and has
been able to successfully tell me about what they read, will receive a prize
this week.
Books must be read by the end of this month, and students must tell me
about the book by the end of next week. If students participate
every single month of the school year, they can receive a gift certificate to
Scholastic Books! Please remind your child to come and talk to me.

From the Classrooms
Tots' Time
Leaves are just turning to red, yellow, orange and brown. Today, toddlers are interacting with
leaves in all parts of the program.
Preview of the following week: When on a walk, have you seen pumpkins sitting on a
porch? Tots will create 2 different kinds of pumpkins to take home. Songs, a story and a
sequence felt story will get us in the spirit during circle time. Tots are not dressing up for
Halloween.

Playschool
Picture Day is on T uesday, October 24th! Please wear your Olivet t-shirt for
both class and individual photos.
QSP orders are due October 24th (Online ID #3735156)
Word Wednesday - Bring in a picture or an item that shows the letter "Ll".
Supervisors meeting on Wednesday for Ms. Todd – Our school principal, Mrs. Pulpan,
R.E.C.E., will supply for Ms. Todd in her absence.
Activities this week include: children’s observations about the changes in the trees
and creating our tool workshop centre. If you have small pieces of scrap wood, nuts and
bolts that fit together, please bring in for some potential building projects.
Mornings outdoors are cool- come prepared with hats and mitts
For Halloween next T uesday, wear boots for our outdoor pumpkin hunt in the grass.
Pumpkin-inspired activities will be enjoyed rather than dressing up.

Kindergarten
Our creek trip was fabulous! As we played in the tree house, we caught sharks, watched one of
the laws of physics as water travelled down from high ground to low, made meatballs using
green walnuts, and planted a 'tree'. Thanks for sending in layered clothing - mittens and hats are
always handy on a breezy fall day. For part of our nutrition unit, we will be recording the food we
eat at breakfast and snack/lunch to see if we are all following the Canadian Food Guide. Many

thanks to Mrs. Margaret Makaltses for supply teaching for me today. Please remember Photo
Day is tomorrow - school sweaters required (no vests please). Also, we will be having a lowkey Halloween Day next Tuesday in the Kindergarten room - the focus being more on dressing
up and not on candy and ghosts.
Bible Story Time -Abraham and Sarah/ Issac is born / Isaac marries Rebekah / Esau
and Jacob are born
Scripture Verse - "Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your
heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord." (Ps. 27:14)
Letter of the Week - Marvelous Mm
Nursery Rhyme or Fairy Tale - Little Miss Muffet
Themes - Fractions; Fall; Halloween; Nutrition/Fitness
Show and Tell - Anything they wish

Primary Room (Grade 1 & 2)
In Bible Story Time this week, we will be hearing about the story of Noah and the Ark. We will
be working on a rainbow project as we read the story. We continue with patterns in
mathematics, as well as our science inquiry on energy. The children have learned a lot so far on
this subject! The children have been sharing many stories about their families and where their
families originate. For art this week, we will be creating a mobile to celebrate Canada's 150th
birthday. How wonderful it is to live in a country full of many different cultures. For show and tell
this week, please help your child to think about where their family originates from. They may
bring to school some artifacts, pictures and information to share with the class. We will locate
these countries on the globe and note where they are in relation to Canada.

Junior Room (Grade 3 & 4)
For the next few weeks we will be memorizing "In Flander's Fields" to recite at our
Remembrance Day service. The kids will work on memorizing the poem in pieces, and will likely
need support at home to do this! This week we are moving on to reading poetry (and writing some
of our own!), studying buoyancy in science, and in math we will begin addition and subtraction
strategies, which we will be doing for the next few weeks. This Thursday and Friday, we
welcome Sheila Daum to our class; she will be observing our wonderful class and will see what
makes us tick!
Tuesday, October 24th is picture day - be sure to wear your best smile and bring your Olivet
sweater!
For Halloween on Tuesday next week, our class will be allowed to wear (appropriate) costumes
all day. We will be doing some fun activities during the morning!

Senior Room (Grade 5 & 6)
This week we will continue to work on our number-development unit for math; Sumerian
civilization for history; Asia for geography; and interrelationships between species for science.
Tuesday, October 24th, is our picture day; please ensure your kids have a clean uniform and
are camera ready!
Parent-teacher conferences are scheduled for this Friday, October 27th, in the afternoon; the
sign-up sheet is attached to the classroom door.

Thank you to Mrs. Cowley and Mrs. Makaltses for teaching our class last Tuesday!
For Halloween on Tuesday of next week, we will have a "Desserts and Dress Up" party
starting after lunch. The children may come in (appropriate) costume. If you would like to bring in
a treat, we can share them in the afternoon.

Olivet School | Website | Etobicoke, ON

