
Olivet School
Inspire. Learn. Grow.

“I love my school!”



Inspire. Learn. Grow.



“I love my school because of  its warm and inspiring community with a focus on what matters in life.”

I would like to share a few of  the reasons why we use the tag line “Inspire. 
Learn. Grow.”

Inspire.

A key foundation for our success is inspired teachers. Our teachers 
bring more than just a wealth of  experience and training to their jobs; 
they bring a deep love and inspiration for reaching, connecting with and 
developing the young children in their care. Another foundation at Olivet 
is our commitment for over a hundred years to excel in religiously based 
education. 

We are inspired to weave the call to a life of  religion—which is a life of  
purpose and service to the people around us—with  the most up to date 

academic curriculum in arts, math, science, geography, social studies, history, French, etc. We hope to inspire 
students to see themselves as more than their physical bodies; to see themselves as being created and cared 
for by a loving God who has special plans and purposes for each one of  us. 

Learn. 

Learning sits at the center of  Olivet. Strong academics, high expectations, creative exploration, careful work 
on communication, understanding and application. In the process of  building a foundation in academic 
subjects we develop an enjoyment of  learning, a confi dence in the ability to learn new things and a broad 
commitment to life-long learning. This culture of  learning extends beyond the math and science curriculum 
in the classroom to include goals of  strong character, curiosity about the world and development of  the 
social, emotional, mental, physical and spiritual levels of  being.

Grow. 

Our concept of  growth builds on the broad learning goals we hold. There is an important difference to us 
between mere knowledge and understanding and actual application. The intelligence and knowledge of  a 
brilliant surgeon who never does surgery has little value. Ultimately we pursue the goal of  application in the 
world. True value emerges as our students begin to apply and connect what they are learning and it is here 
that they are truly growing as people. 

In gardening there is always an element of  the miraculous when plants begin to emerge, but there is also 
the work of  cultivating soil to provide for the best growth possible. At Olivet we cultivate an atmosphere 
of  warmth, safety and age-appropriate challenge. This warm community atmosphere of  families and school 
working together creates the conditions which best support growth in the individual students. This allows 
Olivet students to develop creativity and self-expression, confi dent but thoughtful social interaction, the 
feeling of  security to explore, and engage wholeheartedly with life. 

Come over for a tour and the chance to experience what I love so much about Olivet! 

Brian Smith Principal,
Olivet School

I Love My School

Founded in 1893, Olivet School is a small, independent elementary school located at 279 Burnhamthorpe 
Road, a short distance from Highway 427 in central Etobicoke.

Parents, students and Olivet School teachers love the Olivet community for its caring, home-like quality, very 
small class sizes and its rich academic program taught with a foundation in Christian values. If  you’ve been 
looking for elementary education which combines the strength of  top quality teaching with the individual 
attention and opportunities of  a personalized learning community then you too will love Olivet School! 

“I love my school because Olivet has always been there not only for my daughter that attends 
the school, but for my family; the staff  is sensitive, supportive and loving.” 

- Junior Kindergarten & Grade 6 Parent 



Caring Atmosphere Promoting Personal 
Growth

The caring educational atmosphere is a vital part 
of  learning at the primary levels. We intentionally 
emphasize qualities of  safety, gentleness, innocence, 
kindness, and gratitude. Achieved through attentive, 
loving teaching, small class sizes, and fi rm standards 
of  behaviour our hope is to give young children the 
experience of  a gentle extension of  the home. This 
atmosphere provides them with the predictability 
and stability to form a base of  confi dence, honesty 
and considerate behaviour as they grow into 
adulthood. 

Learning Current Curriculum Integrated with 
Religious Values
 
Christian values and standards of  behaviour and 
philosophy are woven into everything we do at 
Olivet. Our teachers choose to make their careers 
at Olivet because they love the opportunities 
to engage students with important religious 
questions while pursuing studies in today’s 
Ontario curriculum. How does one truly love 
our neighbours with integrity? How to make 
sense of  the passing of  a loved one? What are 
the implications of  war and disaster? What is 

hidden within the wonder of  the created universe? 
These questions and others like them take the 
curricular knowledge and bring it alive as we 
explore questions of  meaning and purpose at age 
appropriate levels. Through this enriched approach 
to curriculum Olivet is a leader in character 
development; the kind which guides a student 
through his or her whole life. 

Inspiring Community

Olivet School is a community of  families and 
educators. We place great value on the role 
of  parents in their own child’s education and 
we support this through frequent, thorough 
communication with parents. Though volunteering 
at the school is not a requirement, we fi nd that 
most of  our parents get involved anyway. Parents 
and family attend picnics, concerts and plays. They 
help out with fi eld trips. They visit the classrooms 
for story time, baking or art. Or they contribute to 
the life of  the school by sharing from their own 
professional backgrounds and favourite hobbies. 
Olivet’s rich community means that it is not only 
the students who form life-time friendships but 
also the parents and teachers who share a love for 
raising principled children in an atmosphere of  love 
and thoughtfulness. 

Educational Philosophy and Purpose

Mission
Our mission is to provide a place where children can be instructed academically, morally and spiritually, thus 
educating the whole child. We strive to work closely with parents and the Olivet New Church to help each 
child grow to achieve his or her personal potential. The Bible is the framework we use to achieve this, and 
God’s message is integrated into every aspect of  school life.

Philosophical Approach
Since its founding in 1893, three elements have remained key to Olivet’s philosophical approach to primary 
school education.  



“I love my school because of  the creative approach the 
educators take to teaching the essentials and because I am 
so impressed by how well rounded the program is.  I could 
not imagine a more nurturing environment for my child to 
develop academically, emotionally and spiritually.  I wish I 
had known about the school when it was time for my older 
son to enroll in Preschool!” 

     - Past Playschool Parent

Olivet Preschool Programs

 
Tots’ Time

16 months – 3 years. Mondays 9-11 a.m. 
(with accompanying caregiver) 

“Tot’s Time” is a special Monday morning program led by one of  our E.C.E’s. It is 
a valuable way for parents themselves to make social connections as their toddlers 
learn to follow teacher instructions, work as a group and experience educational 
play.

Playschool 

Tuesday – Friday. (Morning and afternoon options)

Our E.C.E led playschool program is designed around Early Learning for Every 
Child Today (ELECT) which employs learning centers where children make choices 
and move independently. In this way we introduce a wide range of  subjects and 
experiences while allowing the interests and learning styles of  individual students 
to guide their progress. We bring French, music, stories, games, art, interaction 
with nature, phonetics and many other concepts gently into learning in a way 
that supports emerging language, social competency, listening skills and following 
directions. 

We create a safe, calm and nurturing environment as the children learn, interact and 
develop their self-confi dence and competence. This environment is cultivated with 
simple Bible stories which emphasize that God is always with us and loves us.

This is a hands-on program where children get to come and see; come and do; 
come and learn. The teachers observe closely and help the children connect current 
learning experiences with prior knowledge. They are given opportunities to manage 
their own behaviour while being guided towards self  control through modeling, 
positive reinforcement and redirection.



Olivet Kindergarten Programs

Kindergarten is the fi rst year some children are in a school environment and we 
treat it as a transition year to the formal education process. The children work 
on number, colour, shape and language skills but these are balanced with lots 
of  attention on social development among peers and with teachers. We also 
use this time to transition students to independence in feeding and dressing 
themselves. 

In kindergarten we introduce foundational ethical ideas: helpfulness, teamwork, 
caring for the environment, respectfulness and safety. Children of  this age are 
also delighted by conversation about heaven, the presence of  a loving Creator, 
and the constant care He provides through angels and parents. 

This is a time to lay academic foundations in language and mathematics but 
even more it is a time to instill a delight in learning. Making school fun is 
achieved through tons of  movement, excursions to the creek and beyond, 
building and creating, telling stories, reciting poetry and singing. 

We work hard to help students experience success and master the process of  
working toward success, rather than only the results. We do this by pacing work 
to the individual student’s interests and abilities and avoid stressing the student 
through high pressure expectations. 

“I love my school because I trust that our son is deeply cared 
for in a personal way by his teacher and he will be paid close 
attention to in all aspects of  his development; intellectual, 
emotional, social, physical. Also, I trust that she will be in 
close communication with us about how our son is doing in 
these areas throughout the year.”

- Kindergarten Parent



“I love my school for its small class sizes and nurturing, 
family-oriented environment which encourages a level of  self  
confi dence and social awareness in the students that is very 
diffi cult to foster in a larger school setting.  This, in combination 
with a healthy blend of  spirituality and academics provides 
an excellent foundation for students both from an educational 
and broader social perspective.  It’s a setting that’s hard to 
beat!” 

- Grade 2 Parent 

Olivet Primary Programs

The Primary Room is an active one as students burst with questions and 
activity! Learning is still closely tied with the student’s home life so we cultivate 
a team approach between parents and teacher through regular communication 
and dialogue about student progress.

The children become increasingly socially aware at this stage of  life so the 
teacher spends time modeling and coaching them in communication skills 
and in building healthy relationships with their peers. Students learn to see the 
way they treat themselves, their neighbours and the world around them in the 
context of  a universe created by a loving God. The qualities of  kindness and 
respectfulness especially are instilled at this age.

As pivotal math and language concepts are learned, the Primary Room matches 
these with further development of  fi ne and gross motor skills. The students 
still tend to be very literal thinkers so their academic learning is purposefully 
grounded in tangible examples and experiences which support brain 
development and a thorough understanding of  the concepts.

“I love working with the staff  because everyone is completely committed – not just to the 
students but also to each other. We support each other as a faculty all the time.” 

- Grade 1 and 2 Teacher



Olivet Junior Programs

As the scope of  subject matter expands with the growing child, the Junior 
Room continues to employ a holistic approach to education. The goal is not 
only to cater to individual learning styles but also to develop each child in a 
range of  areas.

Physical development continues through PE, recess and purposeful movement 
during academic lessons. Students work on the fl oor, at the board, at their desks 
and regularly measure, interview or investigate throughout the building. Activity 
keeps children engaged and increases retention of  material at hand.

Emotional growth is as important to future success as academic growth. In 
order to support emotional development the teacher models appropriate 
emotional identifi cation and sharing and coaches the students to fi nd language 
and effective responses to their emotional states.

Intellectual mastery at the junior room level relies on a fl exible schedule which 
the teacher adapts to meet student interest. Each day and week the teacher 
looks for the “hooks” of  student interest and enjoyment which then drive 
the movement through the curriculum across a range of  subjects. When the 
excitement, questions and interests of  students help guide the schedule, learning 
happens effortlessly. 

The holistic classroom approach which brings together intellectual, emotional 
and physical development is all set within the concept of  spiritual education. 
A spiritual focus teaches students: 1) to see themselves and others as having 
intrinsic, God-given value which transcends any fl aws, differences and limits. 
2) To pursue purposeful contributions in life which go beyond the pursuit of  
personal gratifi cation. 3) To recognize their connection and accountability to a 
higher being.

“I love my school because the faculty, students and parents 
make up a friendly, mutually supportive environment, unlike 
any school I have ever experienced.”

- Grade 3 and 4 Teacher



“I love my school because we have the opportunity to raise 
students with caring Christian values while teaching real 
science, such as evolution.  We offer true character education 
from a modern perspective.”

- Grade 5 and 6 Teacher

Olivet Senior Programs

In our highest grade classroom we continue to build a solid, in-depth 
foundation of  knowledge through individualized attention. The teacher 
provides detailed answers and discussion as questions arise. Students at this age 
are full of  questions and excited about thinking through the puzzles which face 
them. 

These questions range all over, but the combination of  Christian values and 
philosophical exploration with enriched Ontario curriculum in science, history, 
geography, literature, grammar, math, art and writing keeps learning focused on 
the application of  knowledge. 

We challenge our students to move beyond a mere knowledge into 
understanding where the students are looking for useful applications for what 
they are learning. For example, we had students work with an electrical engineer 
to build a working transistor radio as part of  their electricity unit. 

In addition to frequent excursions and opportunities to test new skills and 
knowledge, the students work hard on presenting material confi dently and 
articulately. This is one of  the many advantages of  our small classrooms which 
allow each student opportunities to present material and practice leadership in 
the classroom. 

“I love my school because the classes are very small so you get lots of  attention.  The teachers 
are very smart and still have fun with you.  Also you go on extremely fun academic trips—
about 13 fi eld trips a year!” 

- Grade 6 Student

“I love my school for teaching my son to be not only an excellent student but also a good 
person. Thank you for your love, care, appreciation, compassion, understanding, help and 
encouragement on every level.”

-  Grade 6 Parent



“I love my school because of  the Christmas concert; it’s totally awesome! I love playing in the 
forest at recess and I love playing basketball and football during gym.”

- Grade 2 Student

French

French is introduced from preschool onward. Our 
program is built around the acclaimed AIM method 
which moves students rapidly into conversational 
French rather than just fi lling out worksheets and 
conjugating verbs. The students learn gestures 
to reinforce new vocabulary and build towards 
performing a French play at the end of  the year. 
This program produces amazing results; one of  the 
most important being that students enjoy, rather 
than dread their language classes. 

Music

The Olivet music program starts in preschool 
and lays a solid foundation of  delight as well as 
competency in music. Starting from basic songs, 
rhymes and percussion instruments at the younger 
levels and working towards reading, writing and 
performing music on a range of  Orff  instruments, 
Olivet students receive an inspiring, creative and 
thorough background in music. Our two yearly 
whole school concerts are a highlight for parents 
and extended families.

Scripture Studies

Our formal Scripture Studies begin in grade three, 
supplementing the devotional morning worship 
and Bible verse memorization which take place 

in the younger classrooms. Our studies have an 
academic component, considering the scope of  
impact the Bible has had on history, given that 
it is the most widely published, translated and 
distributed book in the world. We take a systematic 
and detailed exploration of  the text, bringing it 
alive with skits and projects. But the Bible is also a 
religious text and so we work with students to read 
it in an applied fashion. In this case, our guiding 
question becomes “how does each story help us 
become better people in our lives today?” In the 
gospel of  Matthew, Jesus said that the two great 
commandments, on which all of  scripture hangs, 
are to “love the Lord above all and the neighbour 
as ourselves” – these two commandments provide 
the lens for our applied reading of  the Bible. (Matt. 
22.36-40.)

Physical Education

Movement is incorporated through all our Olivet 
programs, but we also have a physical education 
program which introduces students to a wide range 
of  games and sports, develops coordination; ball 
skills and fi tness; instills qualities of  teamwork 
and perseverance; and includes lots of  fun. Our 
emphasis is on participation, skill development and 
enjoyment rather than competition. This means 
that no student is left sitting on the bench and 
each graduates with the abilities and experience to 
fl ourish in a wide range of  sports. 

Extended Curriculum



Benefi ts and Opportunities of  an Olivet Education

Field Trips have included: Canadian authors, 
artists, performers, overnight camping trips, 
live theatre, the Royal Ontario Museum, 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra, Royal Winter 
Fair, Harbourfront Centre, apple picking, 
Science Centre, Young People’s Theatre, visiting 
professionals at their place of  business, regular 
explorations of  the creek and forest, outings to 
Toronto Island and much more…

Performance: 5 musical and theatrical events each 
year, French plays, classroom skits and movies. 

Facilities and Equipment: Digital projectors, 
laptops, video and still photography, commercial 
kitchen for our cooking, math and science projects, 
performance stage, gymnasium, sports fi eld, 
immediate access to large green space with trails 
and stream.    

“I love my school because I am glad that my children were given this solid start in their lives when 
their characters and personalities were developing.  They are older now and attend larger schools 
and have to cope with many stresses and challenges, but I will always be grateful that they had the 
opportunity to attend Olivet.” 

- Past Parent 

“I love my school because of  the puzzles, reading books, French and going to the creek.” 
- Senior Kindergarten Student 

“I love my school because our children skip into school every day and come home with endless sto-
ries of  their busy days…..enrolling them in Olivet is one of  the best decisions we ever made!  We’ll 
be forever grateful to Olivet and its entire staff!”

- Kindergarten Parent



Is Olivet School the Educational Home for Your Child?

The things that set Olivet School apart from other independent schools are its small class sizes (max 1:12), 
Christian values and character development, and its warm, caring environment.

Our graduates are recognized by their next schools for their qualities of  integrity, thoughtfulness, respect and 
diligence, as well as for their fi rm academic foundation.

If  personalized attention, safe and supportive learning environment and the development of  strong character 
are priorities for your child’s education you are likely to fi nd a home at Olivet. These are the qualities which 
continue to attract life-time teachers, loyal alumni, parents and grandparents and a student population which is 
fl ourishing in a nurturing environment.

“I love my school because, as an alumnus (1938-1944) I experienced, as did all my children 
(1958-1983) and grandchildren (present), its teaching of  timeless values of  Church, family and 
home in a caring and supportive environment of  character development.”

-  Alumnus

“I love my school because all the staff  are very kind. My daughters arrived speaking almost no 
English but they have been accepted and taught kindly every day. I feel that I have another family 
here.” 

- Junior Kindergarten and Grade 3 Exchange Parent from Japan

Visit the School

Come visit our classrooms, observe our teachers in action or meet with the principal. 

You can set up an individual tour or attend an open house. If  you have any questions about Olivet School 
programs, we would be very happy to provide you with more information. 

Olivet School is located in Etobicoke easily accessible from the 427; bordered by park and open fi eld.

From 427 and Burnhamthorpe Road: go east on Burnhamthorpe past Martin Grove Road. The second street 
on the left is Lorraine Gardens. The entrance to the school is on Lorraine Gardens.

Olivet School
279 Burnhamthorpe Road
Etobicoke, ON M9B 1Z6

416-239-3054
school@olivetnewchurch.org

www.OlivetSchool.ca



“I love school because I love my teacher.” 
- Grade 1 Student

Olivet School
Inspire. Learn. Grow.
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